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Kay Johnson has done groundbreaking research on abandonment and adoption in China. In Wanting a
Daughter, Needing a Son, Johnson untangles the complex interactions between these social practices and the
government’s population policies. She also documents the many unintended consequences, including the
overcrowding of orphanages that led China to begin international adoptions.

Those touched by adoption from China want to know why so many healthy infant girls are in Chinese
orphanages. This book provides the most thorough answer to date. Johnson’s research overturns stereotypes
and challenges the conventional wisdom on abandonment and adoption in modern China.

Certainly, as Johnson shows, many Chinese parents feel a great need for a son to carry on the family name
and to care for them in their old age. At the same time, the government’s strict population policy puts great
pressure on parents to limit births. As a result, some parents are able to obtain a son only by resorting to
illegal behavior, such as "overquota" births and female infant abandonment.

Yet the Chinese today value daughters more highly than ever before. As many of Johnson’s respondents put
it, "A son and a daughter make a family complete." How can these seemingly contradictory trends--the
widespread desire for a daughter as well as a son, and the revival of female infant abandonment--be
happening in the same place at the same time? Johnson looks at abandonment together with two other
practices: population planning and adoption. In doing so, she reveals all three in a new light.

Johnson shows us that a rapidly changing culture in late twentieth-century China hastened a positive
revaluation of daughters, while new policies limiting births undercut girls’ improving status in the family.
Those policies also revived and exacerbated one of the worst aspects of traditional patriarchal practices: the
abandonment of female infants.

Yet Chinese parents are not literally forced to abandon female infants in order to have a son. While birth-
planning enforcement can be coercive, parents who abandon are rarely prosecuted. Meanwhile, hundreds of
thousands of Chinese parents informally adopt female foundlings and raise them as their own. Ironically, as
Johnson shows, in some places adoptive parents are more likely than abandoning parents to incur fines and
discrimination.

In addressing all these issues, Johnson brings the skills of a China specialist who has spent over a decade
researching her subject. She also brings the concerns of an adoptive parent who hopes that this book might
help others find answers to the question, What can we tell our children about why they were abandoned and
why they were available for international adoption?
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From reader reviews:

Veronica Mei:

The feeling that you get from Wanting a Daughter, Needing a Son: Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage
Care in China will be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Wanting a Daughter,
Needing a Son: Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage Care in China giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Wanting a Daughter, Needing a Son:
Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage Care in China instantly.

Tammy Lugo:

The guide with title Wanting a Daughter, Needing a Son: Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage Care in
China posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book.
This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this
anywhere you want.

Geraldine Moreno:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer might be Wanting a Daughter, Needing a Son: Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage
Care in China why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Julio Huntsman:

This Wanting a Daughter, Needing a Son: Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage Care in China is new
way for you who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge.
Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Wanting a Daughter, Needing a Son: Abandonment, Adoption, and Orphanage Care in China
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So



there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.
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