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On October 4, 1957, the Soviet Union launched a 184-pound metal ball called Sputnik into orbit around the
Earth, and America plummeted into a panic. Nuclear weapon designer Edward Teller claimed that the United
States had lost "a battle more important and greater than Pearl Harbor," and magazine articles appeared with
such headlines as "Are We Americans Going Soft?" In the White House, President Eisenhower seemed to do
nothing, leading Kennedy in 1960 to proclaim a "missile gap" in the Soviet's favor. Rarely has public
perception been so dramatically at odds with reality.
In The Sputnik Challenge, Robert Divine provides a fascinating look at Eisenhower's handling of the early
space race--a story of public uproar, secret U-2 flights, bungled missile tests, the first spy satellite, political
maneuvering, and scientific triumph. He recreates the national hysteria over the first two Sputnik launches,
illustrating the anxious handwringing that the Democrats (led by Senate Majority Leader Lyndon Johnson)
aggressively played for political gain. Divine takes us to private White House meetings, showing how
Eisenhower worked closely with science adviser James Killian, allowing him to take the lead in creating a
civilian agency--NASA--which provided intelligent and forceful leadership for American space programs.
But the President also knew from priceless intelligence from U-2 flights over the U.S.S.R. that he had little
to fear from the touted missile gap, and he fought to limit the growth and multiplication of military missile
programs. Eisenhower's assurance, however, rested on classified information, and he did little to instill his
confidence in the public. Nor could he boast of his early support for the secret spy satellite program (which
quickly replaced the U-2 plane after Gary Powers was shot down in 1960). So the public continued to worry,
feeding the national movement for educational reform as well as congressional maneuvering over funding
for numerous strategic projects.
Eisenhower, Divine writes, possessed keen strategic vision and a sure sense of budgetary priorities, but
ultimately he flunked a crucial test of leadership when he failed to reassure the frightened public that their
fears were groundless. As a result, he ultimately failed in his goal to limit military spending as well--which
led to a real missile gap in reverse. Incisively written and deeply researched, The Sputnik Challenge provides
a briskly-paced history of the origins of NASA, the space race, and the age of the ICBM.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Brown:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Sputnik Challenge will make you
to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you
think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Rebecca Walton:

Here thing why this specific The Sputnik Challenge are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. The Sputnik Challenge giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Sputnik Challenge. It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might
be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your
way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The
Sputnik Challenge in e-book can be your alternate.

Harold Bunch:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book The Sputnik Challenge it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Johnny Relyea:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Sputnik Challenge why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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