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The Great Divergence brings new insight to one of the classic questions of history: Why did sustained
industrial growth begin in Northwest Europe, despite surprising similarities between advanced areas of
Europe and East Asia? As Ken Pomeranz shows, as recently as 1750, parallels between these two parts of the
world were very high in life expectancy, consumption, product and factor markets, and the strategies of
households. Perhaps most surprisingly, Pomeranz demonstrates that the Chinese and Japanese cores were no
worse off ecologically than Western Europe. Core areas throughout the eighteenth-century Old World faced
comparable local shortages of land-intensive products, shortages that were only partly resolved by trade.

Pomeranz argues that Europe's nineteenth-century divergence from the Old World owes much to the
fortunate location of coal, which substituted for timber. This made Europe's failure to use its land intensively
much less of a problem, while allowing growth in energy-intensive industries. Another crucial difference that
he notes has to do with trade. Fortuitous global conjunctures made the Americas a greater source of needed
primary products for Europe than any Asian periphery. This allowed Northwest Europe to grow dramatically
in population, specialize further in manufactures, and remove labor from the land, using increased imports
rather than maximizing yields. Together, coal and the New World allowed Europe to grow along resource-
intensive, labor-saving paths.

Meanwhile, Asia hit a cul-de-sac. Although the East Asian hinterlands boomed after 1750, both in
population and in manufacturing, this growth prevented these peripheral regions from exporting vital
resources to the cloth-producing Yangzi Delta. As a result, growth in the core of East Asia's economy
essentially stopped, and what growth did exist was forced along labor-intensive, resource-saving paths--paths
Europe could have been forced down, too, had it not been for favorable resource stocks from underground
and overseas.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Mullen:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never
get just before. The The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy
(The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) giving you a different experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Lou Morton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and
the Making of the Modern World Economy (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and
the Making of the Modern World Economy (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) as
good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by
its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Austin Lawrence:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and
the Making of the Modern World Economy (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Billy Doyle:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the
Modern World Economy (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) can give you a lot of good
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual



more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of
the Modern World Economy (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World).
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