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“In Autoepitaph, Reinaldo Arenas soars above death, conquers terror, and sees himself reflected in the face
of his lover, the Cuban sea.”—Flora González Mandri, coeditor and cotranslator of In the Vortex of the
Cyclone: Selected Poems by Excilia Saldaña

 

“A powerful tribute to Arenas, a poet who explores the meaning of our ethical standing in the world as well
as the transient nature of our souls. In this collection, we journey with Arenas into his struggles and victories,
accompanied by his voice, filled with fortitude and hope. The English translation pays tribute to the original
Spanish text.”—Marjorie Agosín, author of Of Earth and Sea: A Chilean Memoir

 

Reinaldo Arenas (1943–1990) remains one of the most famous Cuban writers in exile. His work constitutes a
monument of resistance literature, but much of the focus has been on his novels and his autobiography,
Before Night Falls, chosen as one of the ten best books of 1993 by the New York Times. Because his poetic
output has not been widely translated, Autoepitaph is the first and only career-spanning volume of Arenas’s
poetry in translation in any language.

This bilingual volume includes narrative poems, sonnets, excerpts from Arenas’s prose poems, and
previously unpublished works from his papers at Princeton University. Both the Spanish originals as well as
English translations seamlessly capture the poet’s sarcasm, humor, and powerful rhythms. Camelly Cruz-
Martes provides an outline for Arenas’s major poetic strategies, as well as context for the themes that unite
his poems: resistance against colonialism, political and personal repression, existential alienation, and the
desire for transcendence through art. 
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From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Autoepitaph: Selected
Poems (English and Spanish Edition)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have some other opinion?

Christy Dennie:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish Edition)
was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.

Kevin Hamby:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. Amount
types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Autoepitaph: Selected Poems
(English and Spanish Edition).

Lewis Shafer:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and
Spanish Edition) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Autoepitaph: Selected Poems (English and Spanish
Edition) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the
time.
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