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After the publication of his bestselling novel Catch-22, Joseph Heller usually chose to deny that any of his
richly drawn characters were based on his actual war mates. However, to those who served with Heller in the
340th Bomb Group the novel’s characters were indeed recognizable?the hard-drinking, vengeful, and
disillusioned Chief White Half Oat, young, sliced-in-half Kid Sampson, shrieking, frenzied Hungry Joe,
Colonel Cathcart, General Dreedle, Yossarian and that capitalist supreme, Milo Minderbinder.

In this book, written and colorfully illustrated by the daughter of the 340th Bomb Group’s commander,
Colonel Willis Chapman, we finally encounter the real men and combat missions on which the novel was
based. While Heller’s fully developed characters stand solely, solidly and uniquely on their own merits, The
True Story of Catch-22 proves that any resemblance to persons living or dead is, in fact, actual.

This three-part book blends fact, fancy, and history with full-blown original illustrations and rare, previously
unpublished photos of these daring USAAF flyers and their Corsican-based B-25 Mitchell. Along with
descriptions of the 340th’s real wartime events, the work includes twelve men of the Bomb Group relating
twelve richly told tales of their own.

Now all of the men upon whom Heller based his characters are gone. However, the last survivor, George L.
Wells, was an extraordinary combat pilot who tied the record for the number of bombing missions flown in
WWII with 102. George, the model for Catch-22s Capt. Wren, is the common thread who weaves through
this book, allowing the reader to truly feel the war and even thumb through George's well-worn mission book
describing attacks on Axis ports, ships, bridges, and the notorious Brenner Pass. In this book the reader will
discover that truth is indeed as fascinating as fiction!

Author Patricia Chapman Meder has been a professional artist in both fine and commercial art for the past 35
years, 13 of them in Europe. When Catch-22 was published it was quickly apparent that this book was based
on the Bomb Group her father commanded in World War II. This true-life parallel book thus begged to be
written. Pat Meder has also written a full-color companion work to "The True Story of Catch-22," containing
her delightful original artwork and caricatures of the individuals, "The True Story of Catch-22 Illustrated".

REVIEWS

Heller’s satiric caricatures are here shown to have stemmed from patriotic, courageous, highly decorated
airmen who daily performed heroic wartime feats against overwhelming obstacles. The log of George Wells
(Captain Wren in Catch-22), who flew a record 102 missions in his B-25, is included in an appendix.Library
Journal

“…uses rare and unpublished photos to bring our actual heroes to life through use of first person
narrative…Fans of Catch-22 will enjoy the book. It makes good use of diaries, logs, and photos to bring the
people to life. For those unfamiliar with Catch-22 the book will make you curious enough to pickup Heller's
book…”



Irish Defence Forces Veterans Association

Fans of Catch-22 will enjoy the book. It makes good use of diaries, logs, and photos to bring the people to
life. For those unfamiliar with Catch-22 the book will make you curious enough to pickup Heller's book.

"The True Story of Catch - 22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World
War II" would make a nice companion volume or commentary for the serious student of the original work. It
would make a nice inclusion in university or community libraries as a resource for Joseph Heller's book.
Kepler's Military History
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The True Story of Catch
22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World War II book as beginner and
daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Cheri Whaley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The True Story of Catch 22: The Real Men and Missions of
Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World War II as the daily resource information.

Albert Guerra:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is The True Story of Catch 22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's
340th Bomb Group in World War II this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.

Beatrice Raybon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the The True Story of Catch 22: The Real Men and Missions of Joseph Heller's 340th Bomb Group in World



War II when you necessary it?
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