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The Merchant of Venice is problematic. Not only does it present the disparate and unrelated stories of the
caskets and the trial for a pound of flesh, but it challenges contemporary audiences to evaluate the treatment
of Jews and what constitutes justice. The character of Shylock, although presented as an object of ridicule
and even comedy to Shakespeare's patrons, might even be considered tragic to one sensitive to injustice. In
fact the implied definition of justice is challenging: what justice is represented by a forced conversion from
one belief to another? The definition of friendship between Antonio and Bassanio is itself quite satisfying;
Bassanio at one point says he would sacrifice his wife for the friendship (IV.i.292-97) which naturally Portia
bridles at. The character of Portia, herself, is also challenging. While intelligent, rich, and beautiful, she
behaves questionably when she deliberately entraps Bassanio-her affianced lover-into ostensibly betraying
her by giving away her ring and then apparently treating the whole incident as a joke. Surely Bassanio is
entitled to a modicum of resentment if not anger. Additionally, she entices Nerissa to do the same with
Gratiano. While this scene (V.ii) would evoke great laughter from an audience who is in on the joke, to a
modern-thinking person, it smacks of sexism: ridicule the male at his expense and make fun of him for his
resentment. Of course, the groundlings would pay no attention to such an offense. It seems clear that The
Merchant of Venice today demands re-interpretation and re-definition.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Fullerton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The Complete
Merchant of Venice: An Annotated Edition Of The Shakespeare Play? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mary Partee:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Complete Merchant of Venice: An
Annotated Edition Of The Shakespeare Play. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look
for the internet methods or other social media.

Carol Reck:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Complete Merchant of Venice: An Annotated
Edition Of The Shakespeare Play why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Steven Dillinger:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is named of book The Complete Merchant of Venice: An Annotated Edition Of The Shakespeare Play.
Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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