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The “raging frenzy” of the sex drive, to use Plato’s phrase, has always defied control. However, that’s not to
say that the Sumerians, Victorians, and every civilization in between and beyond have not tried, wielding
their most formidable weapon: the law. At any given point in time, some forms of sex were condoned while
others were punished mercilessly. Jump forward or backward a century or two (and often far less than that),
and the harmless fun of one time period becomes the gravest crime in another. Judging Desire tells the story
of the struggle throughout the millennia to regulate the most powerful engine of human behavior.

Writer and lawyer Eric Berkowitz uses flesh-and-blood cases—much flesh and even more blood—to evoke
the entire sweep of Western sex law, from the savage impalement of an Ancient Mesopotamian adulteress to
the imprisonment of Oscar Wilde in 1895 for “gross indecency.” The cast of Judging Desire is as varied as
the forms taken by human desire itself: royal mistresses, gay charioteers, medieval transvestites, lonely goat-
lovers, prostitutes of all stripes, London rent boys. Each of them had forbidden sex, and each was
judged—and justice, as Berkowitz shows, rarely had much to do with it.
With the light touch of a natural storyteller, Berkowitz spins these tales and more, going behind closed doors
to reveal the essential history of human desire.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Watson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of
Judging Desire book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Kimberly Spradlin:

This Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire tend to be reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The reason of this Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire
can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy,
you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Darlene Lewis:

This Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Sex and Punishment:
Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for
your better life and knowledge.

Mathew Holstein:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of book
Sex and Punishment: Four Thousand Years of Judging Desire. You can contribute your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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