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In this provocative study, Mikhail A. Molchanov analyzes the political and cultural factors that underlie
modern national identities in Russia and Ukraine and systematically compares the political cultures of these
two historically similar, yet profoundly different nations. He views national identities as constructed,
multiple, and sometimes competing images of the national self. He sees political culture as a key determinant
of national identity and emphasizes the critical role it plays as a vehicle of change and development. Like
culture, national identity is a constructed phenomenon, a means to organize and structure cultural resources
to fit current political and social needs.

The author argues that domestic and international factors shape national identities, which are not an inherent
characteristic of a people, but arise in interaction with the national "other." The "self-other" relationship is
therefore a key element of national identity, particularly in newly independent states, of which Ukraine is a
prime example. In culturally similar duos, like Russia and Ukrain, historical and cultural proximity
complicate dialogue, yet allow mutually acceptable accommodations.

Following the breakup of the Soviet Union, national identities had to be reconstructed or re-created. The
relationship between Russians, the core political people in the U.S.S.R., and Ukrainians, the perennial junior
brothers, changed following the disintegration of the Soviet state. Molchanov questions the extent to which
Russians have been able to construct an identity apart from that of the Soviet Union, arguing that the system
denationalized them in an attempt to create the ideal A Soviet Man. He sees Ukraine as both dependent on
Russia and struggling to forge a new national identity in conscious opposition to Russian influence.
Molchanov doubts the viability of a Ukrainian nationalist project, because he believes that a majority of the
Ukrainian population gravitate toward Russia culturally and linguistically.

Molchanov sees Ukraine neither as Russia's victim, nor as its opposite. Unlike those who fear a resurgent
Russia and who argue that it should be contained by local nationalisms in the "near abroad." Molchanov
believes this strategy can lead only to estrangement between Russia and its neighbors. In addition, Russia=s
recent opening and demonstrated support of the U.S. is too valuable to the world to be sacrificed to a new
variant of the containment strategy.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Adams:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-
Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) seemed to be making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you.
The book Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M.
Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia &
Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). You never experience lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Stewart Moore:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Political Culture and National
Identity in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) is kind
of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Michael Crew:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Political Culture and National Identity
in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) reserve written
by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-
Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) as good book but not only
by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Edward Chavez:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but in addition novel and Political Culture and National Identity in Russian-



Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) or others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Political Culture
and National Identity in Russian-Ukrainian Relations (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern
Europe) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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