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In 1659, a group of Puritan dissenters made their way north from Hartford and Wethersfield, Connecticut, to
a crook in the Connecticut River that cut through some of the most fertile land in New England. Three
hundred and fifty years later, a group of distinguished scholars mark the founding of that town? Hadley,
Massachusetts?with a book that explores a history as rich as that soil.

Edited with an introduction by Marla R. Miller, Cultivating a Past brings together fifteen essays, some
previously published and others new, that tell the story of Hadley from a variety of disciplinary vantage
points. Archaeologists Elizabeth Chilton, Siobhan Hart, Christopher Donta, Edward Hood, and Rita Reinke
investigate relations between Native and European communities, while historians Gregory Nobles, Alice
Nash, and Pulitzer Prize winner Laurel Thatcher Ulrich explore the social, cultural, and political past of this
New England town. Musicologist Andrea Olmstead surveys the career of composer Roger Sessions, costume
specialist Lynne Bassett interprets the wardrobes of the town's seventeenth-century residents, Douglas
Wilson investigates the connection between Hadley and the regicides William Goffe and Edward Whalley,
and Martin Antonetti charts the course of a 1599 Bible alleged to have belonged Goffe.

Taken together, the essays capture how men and women in this small community responded to the same
challenges that have faced other New Englanders from the seventeenth century to the present. They also
reveal how the town's historical sense of itself evolved along the way, as stories of the alleged "Angel of
Hadley," of favorite sons Joseph Hooker and Clarence Hawkes, and of daughters Mary Webster and
Elizabeth Porter Phelps contributed to a civic identity that celebrates strength of character.
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From reader reviews:

Abel Graham:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Cultivating a Past: Essays on the History of
Hadley, Massachusetts to read.

Larry Artz:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Cultivating a Past: Essays on the History
of Hadley, Massachusetts is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Evelyn Wiley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Cultivating a Past:
Essays on the History of Hadley, Massachusetts suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Cultivating a Past: Essays on the History of Hadley, Massachusettsis one
of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world in this book.

John Schreiber:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a lot
of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have read.
If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Cultivating
a Past: Essays on the History of Hadley, Massachusetts provide you with a new experience in reading a
book.
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