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Between the 1890s and the early 1920s, the boll weevil slowly ate its way across the Cotton South from
Texas to the Atlantic Ocean. At the turn of the century, some Texas counties were reporting crop losses of
over 70 percent, as were areas of Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mississippi. By the time the boll weevil reached
the limits of the cotton belt, it had destroyed much of the region’s chief cash crop—tens of billions of pounds
of cotton, worth nearly a trillion dollars. 

As staggering as these numbers may seem, James C. Giesen demonstrates that it was the very idea of the boll
weevil and the struggle over its meanings that most profoundly changed the South—as different groups,
from policymakers to blues singers, projected onto this natural disaster the consequences they feared and the
outcomes they sought. Giesen asks how the myth of the boll weevil’s lasting impact helped obscure the real
problems of the region—those caused not by insects, but by landowning patterns, antiquated credit systems,
white supremacist ideology, and declining soil fertility. Boll Weevil Blues brings together these cultural,
environmental, and agricultural narratives in a novel and important way that allows us to reconsider the
making of the modern American South.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

The feeling that you get from Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South may be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and
Power in the American South giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve
is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
kind of Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South instantly.

Marian Jackson:

This Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the
American South can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
reading through food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South
giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

James Brady:

This Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can
state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Adam Mathews:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton, Myth, and Power in the American South we can get more advantage.



Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Boll Weevil Blues: Cotton,
Myth, and Power in the American South. You can more appealing than now.
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