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The grand exhibitions of the Victorian and Edwardian eras are the lens through which Peter Hoffenberg
examines the economic, cultural, and social forces that helped define Britain and the British Empire. He
focuses on major exhibitions in England, Australia, and India between the Great Exhibition of 1851 and the
Festival of Empire sixty years later, taking special interest in the interactive nature of the exhibition
experience, the long-term consequences for the participants and host societies, and the ways in which such
popular gatherings revealed dissent as well as celebration.

Hoffenberg shows how exhibitions shaped culture and society within and across borders in the transnational
working of the British Empire. The exhibitions were central to establishing and developing a participatory
imperial world, and each polity in that world provided distinctive information, visitors, and exhibits. Among
the displays were commercial goods, working machines, and ethnographic scenes. Exhibits were intended to
promote external commonwealth and internal nationalism. The imperial overlay did not erase significant
differences but explained and used them in economic and cultural terms.

The exhibitions in cities such as London, Sydney, and Calcutta were living and active public inventories of
the Empire and its national political communities. The process of building and consuming such inventories
persists today in the cultural bureaucracies, museums, and festivals of modern nation-states, the appeal to
tradition and social order, and the actions of transnational bodies.
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From reader reviews:

Ethel Fung:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled An Empire on Display: English, Indian, and Australian Exhibitions
from the Crystal Palace to the Great War. Try to make book An Empire on Display: English, Indian, and
Australian Exhibitions from the Crystal Palace to the Great War as your friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Linda Long:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible An Empire on Display:
English, Indian, and Australian Exhibitions from the Crystal Palace to the Great War? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can
more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

James Esparza:

The book An Empire on Display: English, Indian, and Australian Exhibitions from the Crystal Palace to the
Great War has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Nona Smith:

Beside that An Empire on Display: English, Indian, and Australian Exhibitions from the Crystal Palace to the
Great War in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have An Empire on Display: English,
Indian, and Australian Exhibitions from the Crystal Palace to the Great War because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this
book as well as read it from now!
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