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Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism examines Yeats’s writing on Shakespeare in the context
of his work on behalf of the Irish Literary Revival. While Shakespeare’s verse drama provides a source of
inspiration for Yeats’s poetry and plays, Yeats also writes about Shakespeare in essays and articles
promoting the ideals of the Revival, and on behalf of Irish literary nationalism. These prose pieces reveal
Yeats thinking about Shakespeare’s art and times throughout his career, and taken together they offer a new
perspective on the contours of Yeats’s cultural politics.

This book identifies three stages of Yeats’s cultural nationalism, each of which appropriates England’s
national poet in an idiosyncratic manner, while reflecting contemporary trends in Shakespeare reception.
Thus Yeats’s fin-de-siécle Shakespeare is a symbolist poet and folk-artist whose pre-modern sensibility
detaches him from contemporary English culture and aligns him with the inhabitants of Ireland’s rural
margins. Next, in the opening decade of the twentieth century, following his visit to Stratford to see the
Benson history cycle, Yeats’s work for the Irish National Theatre adopts an avant-garde, occultist stagecraft
to develop an Irish dramatic repertoire capable of unifying its audience in a shared sense of nationhood.
Yeats writes frequently about Shakespeare during this period, locating on the Elizabethan stage the kind of
transformational emotional affect he sought to recover in the Abbey Theatre. Finally, as Ireland moves
towards political independence, Yeats turns again to Shakespeare to register his disappointment with the
social and cultural direction of the nascent Irish state.

In each case, Yeats’s thinking about Shakespeare responds to the remarkable conflation of aesthetic and
religious philosophies constituting his cultural nationalism, thus making a unique case of Shakespearean
reception. Taken together, Yeats’s writings deracinate Shakespeare, and so contribute significantly to the
process by which Shakespeare has come to be seen as a global artist, rather than a specifically English
possession.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Herndon:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish
Cultural Nationalism? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Mary Richie:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism
as the daily resource information.

John Harris:

The reason? Because this Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Melvin Dwyer:

This Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish Cultural Nationalism is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Yeats, Shakespeare, and Irish
Cultural Nationalism can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can
find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book



type for your better life and knowledge.
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