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When Emperor Meiji began his rule, in 1867, Japan was a splintered empire, dominated by the shogun and
the daimyos, who ruled over the country's more than 250 decentralized domains and who were, in the main,
cut off from the outside world, staunchly antiforeign, and committed to the traditions of the past. Before
long, the shogun surrendered to the emperor, a new constitution was adopted, and Japan emerged as a
modern, industrialized state.

Despite the length of his reign, little has been written about the strangely obscured figure of Meiji himself,
the first emperor ever to meet a European. Most historians discuss the period that takes his name while
barely mentioning the man, assuming that he had no real involvement in affairs of state. Even Japanese who
believe Meiji to have been their nation's greatest ruler may have trouble recalling a single personal
accomplishment that might account for such a glorious reputation. Renowned Japan scholar Donald Keene
sifts the available evidence to present a rich portrait not only of Meiji but also of rapid and sometimes violent
change during this pivotal period in Japan's history.

In this vivid and engrossing biography, we move with the emperor through his early, traditional education;
join in the formal processions that acquainted the young emperor with his country and its people; observe his
behavior in court, his marriage, and his relationships with various consorts; and follow his maturation into a
"Confucian" sovereign dedicated to simplicity, frugality, and hard work. Later, during Japan's wars with
China and Russia, we witness Meiji's struggle to reconcile his personal commitment to peace and his nation's
increasingly militarized experience of modernization. Emperor of Japan conveys in sparkling prose the
complexity of the man and offers an unrivaled portrait of Japan in a period of unique interest.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Emperor of Japan
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Alan Coleman:

The publication with title Emperor of Japan has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Ruth Hill:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Emperor of Japan can be
the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in
this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

James Martin:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Emperor of Japan we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people?
For being creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Emperor of Japan. You can more appealing than
now.
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