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Why are prisoners horribly abused in some wars but humanely cared for in others? In Life and Death in
Captivity, Geoffrey P. R. Wallace explores the profound differences in the ways captives are treated during
armed conflict. Wallace focuses on the dual role played by regime type and the nature of the conflict in
determining whether captor states opt for brutality or mercy. Integrating original data on prisoner treatment
during the last century of interstate warfare with in-depth historical cases, Wallace demonstrates how
domestic constraints and external incentives shape the fate of captured enemy combatants. Both Russia and
Japan, for example, treated prisoners very differently in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904–5 and in World
War II; the behavior of any given country is liable to vary from conflict to conflict and even within the same
war.

Democracies may be more likely to treat their captives humanely, yet this benevolence is rooted less in
liberal norms of nonviolence than in concerns over public accountability. When such concerns are weak or
absent, democracies are equally capable of brutal conduct toward captives. In conflicts that devolve into
protracted fighting, belligerents may inflict violence against captives as part of a strategy of exploitation and
to coerce the adversary into submission. When territory is at stake, prisoners are further at risk of cruel
treatment as their captors seek to permanently remove the most threatening sources of opposition within
newly conquered lands. By combining a rigorous strategic approach with a wide-ranging body of evidence,
Wallace offers a vital contribution to the study of political violence and wartime conduct.
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From reader reviews:

Ruben Martin:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War.

Ellen Kelsey:

The book untitled Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice go through.

Richard Daniels:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Life and
Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War. You can more attractive than now.

Ronald Folk:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War when you
essential it?
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