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This is the story of a southern farm boy, reared in the dark days of Reconstruction, who became a pioneer of
modern merchandising in the South and built a small country store into a huge mercantile group of over 350
establishments that now do a business of more than a hundred million dollars a year. William Henry Belk
was a child of less than three when his father was killed, a victim of Sherman's raiders in the last months of
the Civil War; at the age of fourteen he got his first job in a store in Monroe, North Carolina; and at the age
of twenty-six he had started his own business, a business which was to spread from North Carolina to every
state in the South. He witnessed, as he played a part in, the whole creation of the New South that has been
built on the ashes of the Civil War.

At a time when the South was in the grip of dire poverty and a vicious credit system, Mr. Belk and his
brother, Dr. John Belk, pioneered in such innovations as an all-cash business, clearly marked retail prices
with no haggling at the counter, and the unquestioned refunding of the purchase price when the customer
was not satisfied. They were also uniquely sucessful in creating a system in which the individual stores
retained complete freedom, with managers who were part owners, while enjoying the benefits of mass
purchasing. Much of this book is the story of how the Belk brothers trained young men -- many of them
southern farm boys like the Belks -- to be merchants, set them up in stores under their direction, and helped
them to spread the Belk way of doing business through the South. The result is that the Belk group of stores
today is not a chain system, but rather a family of stores in which each store retains its individuality while the
group as a whole works together for their common benefit.

William Henry Belk gives an unusual slant to the history of the South since the Civil War. It is a lively
picture of the hard times of the seventies, the panic of 1893, southern life at the turn of the century, and the
boom days of the twenties as they were seen by the clerk behind the counter or the buyer trying to get wares
the public wanted. But most of all this book is the story of a man whose success was built on a religious faith
that was as firm as it was simple, an unfailing zest for "trading and trafficking," and an unshakable belief
through good times and bad, in the future of his country.

Originally published in 1958.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Barksdale:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you
a lot of new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this William Henry Belk: Merchant of the South, you can tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Donna Dalessio:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This William Henry Belk: Merchant of the
South can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books
have than the others?

Susan Douglas:

You can find this William Henry Belk: Merchant of the South by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Jesse Williams:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book William Henry Belk: Merchant of the
South to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you
just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the book William Henry Belk: Merchant of the South can to be your brand new
friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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