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Rising to a triumphant height of 630 feet, the Gateway Arch in St. Louis is a revered monument to America’s
western expansion. Envisioned in 1947 but not completed until the mid-1960s, the arch today attracts
millions of tourists annually and is one of the world’s most widely recognized structures. By weaving
together social, political, and cultural history, historian Tracy Campbell uncovers the complicated and
troubling history of the beloved structure. This compelling book explores how a medley of players with
widely divergent motivations (civic pride, ambition, greed, among others) brought the Gateway Arch to
fruition, but at a price the city continues to pay.
 
Campbell dispels long-held myths and casts a provocative new light on the true origins and meaning of the
Gateway Arch. He shows that the monument was the scheme of shrewd city leaders who sought to renew
downtown St. Louis and were willing to steal an election, destroy historic buildings, and drive out local
people and businesses to achieve their goal. Campbell also tells the human story of the architect Eero
Saarinen, whose prize-winning design brought him acclaim but also charges of plagiarism, and who never
lived to see the completion of his vision. As a national symbol, the Gateway Arch has a singular place in
American culture, Campbell concludes, yet it also stands as an instructive example of failed urban planning.
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From reader reviews:

Eli Gaddy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Gateway Arch: A Biography (Icons of
America). Try to make book The Gateway Arch: A Biography (Icons of America) as your buddy. It means
that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Ann Strickland:

The book The Gateway Arch: A Biography (Icons of America) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The Gateway Arch: A
Biography (Icons of America)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book The Gateway Arch: A Biography (Icons of America) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Peter Beaton:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Gateway Arch:
A Biography (Icons of America) suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
The particular book untitled The Gateway Arch: A Biography (Icons of America)is one of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this
guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will give you a
lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Pat Thomas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The Gateway Arch: A Biography (Icons of America) why
because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.
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