
Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and
Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in

Classical Philology)
Raffaella Cribiore

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801452074
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801452074
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0801452074


Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and Religion in the
Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology)

Raffaella Cribiore

Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in
Classical Philology) Raffaella Cribiore

Libanius of Antioch was a rhetorician of rare skill and eloquence. So renowned was he in the fourth century
that his school of rhetoric in Roman Syria became among the most prestigious in the Eastern Empire. In this
book, Raffaella Cribiore draws on her unique knowledge of the entire body of Libanius’s vast literary
output?including 64 orations, 1,544 letters, and exercises for his students?to offer the fullest intellectual
portrait yet of this remarkable figure whom John Chrystostom called “the sophist of the city."

Libanius (314–ca. 393) lived at a time when Christianity was celebrating its triumph but paganism tried to
resist. Although himself a pagan, Libanius cultivated friendships within Antioch’s Christian community and
taught leaders of the Church including Chrysostom and Basil of Caesarea. Cribiore calls him a “gray pagan”
who did not share the fanaticism of the Emperor Julian. Cribiore considers the role that a major intellectual
of Libanius’s caliber played in this religiously diverse society and culture. When he wrote a letter or
delivered an oration, who was he addressing and what did he hope to accomplish? One thing that stands out
in Libanius’s speeches is the startling amount of invective against his enemies. How common was character
assassination of this sort? What was the subtext to these speeches and how would they have been received?
Adapted from the Townsend Lectures that Cribiore delivered at Cornell University in 2010, this book
brilliantly restores Libanius to his rightful place in the rich and culturally complex world of Late Antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality,
and Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) will make you to become
smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which
open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Edward Torres:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and
Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) book as basic and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Leigh Grayer:

This Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in Classical
Philology) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little digest in reading this Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and Religion in the Fourth
Century (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) can be the light food for yourself because the information
inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Janice Wilson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Libanius the Sophist: Rhetoric,
Reality, and Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more



and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Libanius the
Sophist: Rhetoric, Reality, and Religion in the Fourth Century (Cornell Studies in Classical Philology) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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