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Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness is an exploration of the nature of evil and how far aman can go towards
it when released from the constraints of what can be called civilisation.

Before beginning hislife as awriter at the age of 36, Conrad spent 16 years as a merchant seaman. In 1889
he became captain of a steamboat in the Congo Free State, and the atrocities he witnessed there, perpetrated
by the representatives of the Belgian colonia powers, led him to write what he called his Congo Diary.

The repulsion Conrad felt for histime in the Congo was compounded by his infection whilst there with
malaria, which left him with amalarial gout in the wrist of hiswriting hand, the pain of which would stay
with him for the rest of hislife.

When Heart of Darkness was published in 1899, it echoed much of Conrad's horrific experience. The
journey up the infested Congo River taken by his character Marlow is much like Conrad's own, but the
ultimate antihero, Kurtz, with his compulsively magnetic madness, tinkering with the edges of pure evil, isa
phenomenal literary creation, one which has excited imitations ever since, most famously in Francis Ford
Coppolas 1979 film Apocalypse Now.

It isaterrifying and exhilarating journey, with Conrad taking you to the very depths of human nature and, in
Marlow's case, leaving him there.
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From reader reviews:
Brandy Hagaman:

Baook iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world. Next to that you
can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Heart of Darkness will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or appropriate book with you?

Sophia Myers:

In this particular erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Heart of Darkness. This book which is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking way up and review this book
you can get many advantages.

Helen Woodson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading'sinternal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this age, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Heart of Darkness can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Oliver Gerling:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as|ooking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Heart of
Darkness.
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