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           One hundred fifty years after the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln is thought of as one of the best
presidents of the United States. However, most Americans forget that he was elected with only 40 percent of
the popular vote. Many Democratic newspapers across the North mistrusted Lincoln’s claim that he would
not abolish slavery, and the lukewarm support evidenced by them collapsed after Lincoln announced his
preliminary Emancipation Proclamation in the fall of 1862. The advent of a national draft in the spring of
1863 only added fuel to the fire with anti-Lincoln Democrats arguing that it was illegal to draft civilians.
Many newspaper editors advocated active resistance against the draft. 

            Governor Andrew Gregg Curtin of Pennsylvania was a staunch supporter of the Lincoln
administration. The commonwealth supplied more than 360,000 white soldiers and 9,000 black soldiers
during the conflict. However, there was sustained opposition to the war throughout the state, much of it
fanned by the pens of Democratic newspaper editors. Though most opposition was disorganized and
spontaneous, other aspects of the antiwar sentiment in the state occasionally erupted as major incidents. 

           

           In The Fishing Creek Confederacy, Richard A. Sauers and Peter Tomasak address the serious
opposition to the draft in Columbia County, Pennsylvania, in 1864. Egged on by the anti-Lincoln newspaper
editors, a number of men avoided the draft and formed ad hoc groups to protect themselves from arrest. The
shooting of a Union lieutenant confronting draft evaders in July 1864 resulted in military intervention in the
northern townships of the county. The troops arrested more than one hundred men, sending about half of
them to a prison fort near Philadelphia. Some of these men were subjected to military trials in Harrisburg, the
state capital, that fall and winter. The arrests led to bitter feelings that were slow to die. The military
intervention eventually impacted a Pennsylvania gubernatorial election and led to a murder trial.

 
            Sauers and Tomasak describe the draft in Pennsylvania and consider how Columbia County fit into
the overall draft process. Subsequent chapters take the reader through the events of the summer of 1864,
including the interaction of soldiers and civilians in the county, the prison experiences of the men, and the
trials. Later chapters cover the August 1865 Democratic rally at Nob Mountain and the effects of the draft
episode after the war was over, including its influence on the 1872 election for governor, the 1891 murder
trial, and the formation of the official Democratic version of the events, which has been used by historians
ever since.

 
            The Fishing Creek Confederacy is the first book to address this episode and its aftermath in their
entirety. Sauers and Tomasak present the story and try to disentangle the often contradictory nature of the
sources and how both amateur and professional historians have used them.
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From reader reviews:

Geraldine Dube:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Fishing Creek Confederacy: A
Story of Civil War Draft Resistance (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) to read.

Lyman Johnson:

Why? Because this The Fishing Creek Confederacy: A Story of Civil War Draft Resistance (SHADES OF
BLUE & GRAY) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter
it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that
book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Colleen Williams:

Beside this particular The Fishing Creek Confederacy: A Story of Civil War Draft Resistance (SHADES OF
BLUE & GRAY) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Fishing Creek Confederacy: A Story of Civil War Draft Resistance (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) because
this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
in addition to read it from at this point!

John Jeanbaptiste:

This The Fishing Creek Confederacy: A Story of Civil War Draft Resistance (SHADES OF BLUE &
GRAY) is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it relief your
hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who
still having little digest in reading this The Fishing Creek Confederacy: A Story of Civil War Draft
Resistance (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can be the light food in your case because the information inside



this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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