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Biographies of America's greatest humorist abound, but none have charted the overall influence of the key
male friendships that profoundly informed his life and work. Combining biography, literary history, and
gender studies, Mark Twain and Male Friendship presents a welcome new perspective as it examines three
vastly different friendships and the stamp they left on Samuel Clemens's life.

With accessible prose informed by impressive research, the study provides an illuminating history of the
friendships it explores, and the personal and cultural dynamic of the relationships. In the case of Twain and
his pastor, Joseph Twichell, emphasis is put on the latter's role as mentor and spiritual advisor and on
Twain's own waning sense of religious belonging. Messent then shifts gears to consider Twain's friendship
with fellow author and collaborator William Dean Howells. Fascinating in its own right, this relationship
also serves as a prism through which to view the literary marketplace of nineteenth-century America. A
third, seemingly unlikely friendship between Twain and Standard Oil executive H.H. Rogers focuses on
Twain's attitude toward business and shows how Rogers and his wife served as a surrogate family for the
novelist after the death of his own wife.

As he charts these relationships, Messent uses existing work on male friendship, gender roles, and cultural
change as a framework in which to situate altered conceptions of masculinity and of men's roles, not just in
marriage but in the larger social networks of their time. In sum, Mark Twain and Male Friendship is not only
a valuable new resource on the great novelist but also a lively cultural history of male friendship in
nineteenth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Jones:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and
Rogers Friendships. Try to make book Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and
Rogers Friendships as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone
and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Myrtle Anderson:

Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Shalon Fisk:

Beside this particular Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships in
your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell,
Howells, and Rogers Friendships because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from
currently!

Kevin Roark:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of
book Mark Twain and Male Friendship: The Twichell, Howells, and Rogers Friendships. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person



happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination
to other place.
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