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To consider comedy in its many incarnations is to raise diverse but related questions: what, for instance, is
humour, and how may it be used (or abused)? When do we laugh, and why? What is it that writers and
speakers enjoy - and risk - when they tell a joke, indulge in bathos, talk nonsense, or encourage irony?

This Very Short Introduction explores comedy both as a literary genre, and as a range of non-literary
phenomena, experiences and events. Matthew Bevis studies the classics of comic drama, prose fiction and
poetry, alongside forms of pantomime, comic opera, silent cinema, popular music, Broadway shows, music-
hall, stand-up and circus acts, rom-coms, sketch shows, sit-coms, caricatures, and cartoons.

Taking in scenes from Aristophanes to The Office, from the Roman Saturnalia to Groundhog Day, Bevis
also considers comic theory from Aristotle to Freud and beyond, tracing how comic achievements have
resisted as well as confirmed theory across the ages.

This book takes comedy seriously without taking it solemnly, and offers an engaging study of the comic
spirit which lies at the heart of our shared social and cultural life.
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From reader reviews:

William Grimm:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Kim McLoughlin:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Sylvester Perkins:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) as the daily resource information.

Lise Callicoat:

Comedy: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Comedy: A Very
Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.
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