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A sometimes funny, always thoughtful, action–packed spiritual travelogue through Southeast Asia where the
oldest form of Buddhism is slowly emerging from its post–Khmer Rouge oppression.

The Gods Drink Whiskey is about a relatively unexplored part of Buddhism––the Theravada Buddhist
tradition (considered the oldest and purest form of Buddhism, which focuses on the historical Buddha) as it
is manifested in Southeast Asia (Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, etc.). An accomplished teacher,
Asma tells wonderful, exciting stories about his time in Southeast Asia teaching Buddhist philosophy in
Phnom Penh years after that area (and its religion) was decimated in the early 70s by the Communist Khmer
Rouge and the invasion by US and Vietnamese troops. Through his first–hand experiences (of drinking with
holy men and poets, encounters with overzealous Christian evangelical missionaries, witnessing a political
assassination, climbing mountains to visit ancient animistic temples, observing the clash of Western pop
culture and Southeast Asian culture, etc.), Asma successfully teaches the reader a great deal about Buddhism.

In addition to observations on Western/Eastern culture clash which these books provide, the edge Asma has
going for him is his academic credentials and interests which focus his book more on explaining the tenets
and history of Buddhism within the context of a lively travelogue.

o For armchair travellers and those interested in Buddhism and Eastern Philosophy.

o Asma has a wonderful narrative style that draws the reader in and keeps them reading–he's a born
storyteller, and this book is all about the stories–both his and the unusual people and places he meets.

o There has been relatively little written about the Theravada Buddhist tradition (the oldest branch, which
focuses on the historical Buddha); Asma explores and immerses himself in Theravada Buddhism as it's
practiced in Southeast Asia, and finds it much different than he expected.

o Asma has taught Buddhism for several years, and in his travels, experienced Buddhism in its many forms.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Olive:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Gods Drink Whiskey: Stumbling Toward Enlightenment
in the Land of the Tattered Buddha. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important the book The Gods Drink Whiskey: Stumbling Toward Enlightenment in the
Land of the Tattered Buddha. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Janice Pyles:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Gods Drink Whiskey: Stumbling Toward
Enlightenment in the Land of the Tattered Buddha will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Lillian Burbank:

Here thing why this The Gods Drink Whiskey: Stumbling Toward Enlightenment in the Land of the Tattered
Buddha are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Gods Drink Whiskey: Stumbling
Toward Enlightenment in the Land of the Tattered Buddha giving you information deeper since different
ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Gods Drink Whiskey:
Stumbling Toward Enlightenment in the Land of the Tattered Buddha. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Gods Drink Whiskey:
Stumbling Toward Enlightenment in the Land of the Tattered Buddha in e-book can be your option.

Mattie Priest:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write



about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is
this The Gods Drink Whiskey: Stumbling Toward Enlightenment in the Land of the Tattered Buddha.
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