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Pharaoh Akhenaten, who reigned for seventeen years in the fourteenth century B.C.E, is one of the most
intriguing rulers of ancient Egypt. His odd appearance and his preoccupation with worshiping the sun disc
Aten have stimulated academic discussion and controversy for more than a century. Despite the numerous
books and articles about this enigmatic figure, many questions about Akhenaten and the Atenism religion
remain unanswered.

In Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism, James K. Hoffmeier argues that Akhenaten was not, as is often
said, a radical advocating a new religion, but rather a primitivist: that is, one who reaches back to a golden
age and emulates it. Akhenaten's inspiration was the Old Kingdom (2650-2400 B.C.E.), when the sun-god
Re/Atum ruled as the unrivaled head of the Egyptian pantheon. Hoffmeier finds that Akhenaten was a
genuine convert to the worship of Aten, the sole creator God, based on the Pharoah's own testimony of a
theophany, a divine encounter that launched his monotheistic religious odyssey. The book also explores the
Atenist religion's possible relationship to Israel's religion, offering a close comparison of the hymn to the
Aten to Psalm 104, which has been identified by scholars as influenced by the Egyptian hymn.

Through a careful reading of key texts, artworks, and archaeological studies, Hoffmeier provides compelling
new insights into a religion that predated Moses and Hebrew monotheism, the impact of Atenism on
Egyptian religion and politics, and the aftermath of Akhenaten's reign.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Smith:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled
Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gail Boutwell:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism will
make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Lidia Flynn:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Akhenaten and the Origins of
Monotheism is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Joan Beverly:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Akhenaten and the Origins of
Monotheism to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a
book and read it. Beside that the publication Akhenaten and the Origins of Monotheism can to be your brand
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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