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A frighteningly prescient novel of today’s America—one man’s story of a racially charged real estate
experiment in Detroit, Michigan.

“You get in the habit of living a certain kind of life, you keep going in a certain direction, but most of the
pressure on you is just momentum. As soon as you stop the momentum goes away. It’s easier than people
think to walk out on things, I mean things like cities, leases, relationships and jobs.”

Greg Marnier, Marny to his friends, leaves a job he doesn’t much like and moves to Detroit, Michigan in
2009, where an old friend has a big idea about real estate and the revitalization of a once great American
city. Once there, he gets involved in a fist-fight between two of his friends, a racially charged trial, an act of
vigilante justice, a love affair with a local high school teacher, and a game of three-on-three basketball with
the President—not to mention the money-soaked real estate project itself, cut out of 600 acres of emaciated
Detroit. Marny’s billionaire buddy from Yale, Robert James, calls his project “the Groupon model for
gentrification,” others call it “New Jamestown,” and Marny calls it home— until Robert James asks him to
leave. This is the story of what went wrong.

You Don’t Have to Live Like This is the breakout novel from the “fabulously real” (Guardian) voice of the
only American included in Granta’s Best of Young British Novelists. Using the framework of our present
reality, Benjamin Markovits blurs the line between the fictional and the fact-based, and captures an invisible
current threaded throughout American politics, economics, and society that is waiting to explode.
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From reader reviews:

Marianne Haglund:

The book You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure
or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book You Don't Have to Live Like
This: A Novel to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a e-
book You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Chris Barrentine:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This You Don't Have to Live
Like This: A Novel is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Kim Marshall:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual You Don't Have to
Live Like This: A Novel is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jose Crawford:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually You Don't Have to Live Like This: A Novel why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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