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How did the human mind emerge from the collection of neurons that makes up the brain? How did the brain
acquire self-awareness, functional autonomy, language, and the ability to think, to understand itself and the
world? In this volume in the Essential Knowledge series, Zoltan Torey offers an accessible and concise
description of the evolutionary breakthrough that created the human mind. Drawing on insights from
evolutionary biology, neuroscience, and linguistics, Torey reconstructs the sequence of events by which
Homo erectus became Homo sapiens. He describes the augmented functioning that underpins the emergent
mind -- a new ("off-line") internal response system with which the brain accesses itself and then forms a
selection mechanism for mentally generated behavior options. This functional breakthrough, Torey argues,
explains how the animal brain's "awareness" became self-accessible and reflective -- that is, how the human
brain acquired a conscious mind. Consciousness, unlike animal awareness, is not a unitary phenomenon but a
composite process. Torey's account shows how protolanguage evolved into language, how a brain subsystem
for the emergent mind was built, and why these developments are opaque to introspection. We experience
the brain's functional autonomy, he argues, as free will. Torey proposes that once life began, consciousness
had to emerge -- because consciousness is the informational source of the brain's behavioral response.
Consciousness, he argues, is not a newly acquired "quality," "cosmic principle," "circuitry arrangement," or
"epiphenomenon," as others have argued, but an indispensable working component of the living system's
manner of functioning.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Gay:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Conscious Mind (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Bonnie Skelton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Conscious Mind
(The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series). All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

Joseph Mitchell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Erik Figaro:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series) can give you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should
have The Conscious Mind (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).
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