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In this previously untold story of African American self-education, Heather Andrea Williams moves across
time to examine African Americans' relationship to literacy during slavery, during the Civil War, and in the
first decades of freedom. Self-Taught traces the historical antecedents to freedpeople's intense desire to
become literate and demonstrates how the visions of enslaved African Americans emerged into plans and
action once slavery ended.

Enslaved people, Williams contends, placed great value in the practical power of literacy, whether it was to
enable them to read the Bible for themselves or to keep informed of the abolition movement and later the
progress of the Civil War. Some slaves devised creative and subversive means to acquire literacy, and when
slavery ended, they became the first teachers of other freedpeople. Soon overwhelmed by the demands for
education, they called on northern missionaries to come to their aid. Williams argues that by teaching,
building schools, supporting teachers, resisting violence, and claiming education as a civil right, African
Americans transformed the face of education in the South to the great benefit of both black and white
southerners.
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From reader reviews:

James Senters:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Self-Taught: African American
Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and
Culture) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Kenneth Sisk:

The reserve with title Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John Hope
Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) posesses a lot of information that you can find out
it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect.
You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jaclyn Utecht:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (The John
Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot
of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Alice Billups:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and
Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) was multi-colored and
of course has pictures around. As we know that book Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery
and Freedom (The John Hope Franklin Series in African American History and Culture) has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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