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Award-winning and New York Times bestselling author Charles Bock earned vast critical acclaim for his
debut novel, Beautiful Children. Now, in Alice & Oliver, he has created an unflinching yet deeply humane
portrait of a young family’s journey through a medical crisis, laying bare a couple’s love and fears as they
fight for everything that’s important to them.

New York, 1993. Alice Culvert is a caring wife, a doting new mother, a loyal friend, and a soulful artist—a
fashion designer who wears a baby carrier and haute couture with equal aplomb. In their loft in Manhattan’s
gritty Meatpacking District, Alice and her husband, Oliver, are raising their infant daughter, Doe, delighting
in the wonders of early parenthood.

Their life together feels so vital and full of promise, which makes Alice’s sudden cancer diagnosis especially
staggering. In the span of a single day, the couple’s focus narrows to the basic question of her survival.
Though they do their best to remain brave, each faces enormous pressure: Oliver tries to navigate a
labyrinthine healthcare system and handle their mounting medical bills; Alice tries to be hopeful as her body
turns against her. Bracing themselves for the unthinkable, they must confront the new realities of their
marriage, their strengths as partners and flaws as people, how to nourish love against all odds, and what it
means to truly care for another person. 

Inspired by the author’s life, Alice & Oliver is a deeply affecting novel written with stunning reserves of
compassion, humor, and wisdom. Alice Culvert is an extraordinary character—a woman of incredible heart
and spirit—who will remain in memory long after the final page.

Advance praise for Alice & Oliver

“Wrenchingly powerful . . . Bock chronicles the daily struggles of a young wife and mother facing her own
imminent mortality. This is a soul portrait of a family in crisis, written with a fearless clarity and a deep
understanding of the bonds that can hold two people together even in the darkest hour.”—Richard Price

“I was amazed that such a heartbreaking narrative could also affirm, on every page, why we love this
frustrating world and why we hold on to it for as long as we can. Alice Culvert is a character of such fight
and such spirit, such thrumming aliveness, that she takes on an epic dimension.”—Joshua Ferris

“The sun is rising, and I am only now looking up from the closing lines of Charles Bock’s astonishing Alice
& Oliver. I can’t remember the last time I stayed up all night to finish a book. This novel laid me waste. It
was so beautiful, so perfectly realized, so lavishly and gorgeously written, so eviscerating, and, most of all,
so very true.”—Ayelet Waldman

“Desperately moving and beautifully life-affirming, a study in the power love has to give purpose to
existence . . . This luminous and unforgettable novel will leave an indelible mark on the literature of our
time.”—Matthew Thomas

“Alice & Oliver is a scorchingly honest description of cancer’s indignities and the toll they take on human
relationships; it is, equally, an unparalleled narrative description of intimacy, of how devotion can by turns



exalt and humiliate its victims. Like other fine elegies, it is redemptive and devastating.”—Andrew
Solomon

“Bock has written a profound and radiant novel, and what particularly amazes me is that he has created such
beauty from the fluorescent lights of hospital corridors, from uncomfortable New York City apartments,
from a family doing what it takes to survive.”—Rivka Galchen
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From reader reviews:

James Bardsley:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Alice & Oliver: A Novel as the daily resource
information.

Jill Goulet:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be learn. Alice & Oliver: A Novel can be your answer as it can be read by you actually
who have those short spare time problems.

William Stewart:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Alice & Oliver: A Novel is simple
bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Marcella Cook:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Alice & Oliver: A Novel was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Alice & Oliver: A Novel has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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