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The "holy poor" have long maintained an elite status within Christianity. Differing from the "real" poor,
these clergymen, teachers, and ascetics have historically been viewed by their fellow Christians as persons
who should receive material support in exchange for offering immeasurable immaterial benefits—teaching,
preaching, and prayer. Supporting them—quite as much as supporting the real poor—has been a way to
accumulate eventual treasure in heaven. Yet from the rise of Christian monasticism in Egypt and Syria to
present day, Christians have argued fiercely about whether monks should work to support themselves.

In Treasure in Heaven, renowned historian Peter Brown shifts attention from Western to Eastern
Christianity, introducing us to this smoldering debate that took place across the entire Middle East from the
Euphrates to the Nile. Seen against the backdrop of Asia, Christianity might have opted for a Buddhist model
by which holy monks lived by begging alone. Instead, the monks of Egypt upheld an alternative model that
linked the monk to humanity and the monastery to society through acceptance of the common, human bond
of work. This model of Third World Christianity—a Christianity that we all too easily associate with the
West—eventually became the basis for the monasticism of western Europe, as well as for modern Western
attitudes to charity and labor. In Treasure in Heaven, Brown shows how and why we are still living—at
times uncomfortably—with that choice.
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From reader reviews:

Bonita Murray:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in
Early Christianity (Richard Lectures) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suited book with you?

Jackson Cabrera:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Treasure in Heaven: The Holy
Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's view.

Mae Mosley:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity
(Richard Lectures) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Treasure in Heaven: The Holy
Poor in Early Christianity (Richard Lectures).

Christine Smith:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early
Christianity (Richard Lectures) to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open
up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide Treasure in Heaven: The Holy Poor in Early Christianity
(Richard Lectures) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of the time.
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