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The Basque Country is a land of fascinating paradoxes and enigmas. Home to one of Europe's oldest peoples
and most mysterious languages, with a living folklore rich in archaic rituals and dances, it also boasts a
dynamic modern energy, with the reinvention of Bilbao creating a model for the twenty-first-century city.

In The Basque Country, Paddy Woodworth takes us on a sweeping tour of this enchanting land. We discover
a small territory which abounds in big contrasts, ranging from moist green valleys to semi-desert badlands,
from snowy sierras to sandy beaches, from harsh industrial landscapes to bucolic beech woods. The book
reveals how this often idyllic scenery forms the backdrop for a land of ancient and modern culture, where
Basque poets still compose spontaneous stanzas in public contests and where strange age-old sports--rock
lifting, goose decapitation--are still held at fiestas. Likewise, the region has made important contributions to
modern culture, through novelists like Bernardo Atxaga, sculptors like Eduardo Chillida, painters like
Zuluoaga, and cineastes like Julio Medem. And of course Bilbao's flagship museum, the Guggenheim,
designed by Frank O. Gehry, may be the best work of architecture of the last century.

Here then is a marvelous guide to the culture and landscape of one of the most intriguing places on Earth.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Gamez:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject The Basque
Country: A Cultural History (Landscapes of the Imagination) suitable to you? The book was written by well
known writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Basque Country: A Cultural History (Landscapes
of the Imagination)is one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior
to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of
this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the
represented of the world in this book.

Adele Rowan:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Basque Country: A Cultural History
(Landscapes of the Imagination), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Cleveland Bolton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The The Basque Country: A Cultural History (Landscapes of the Imagination) offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Anita Winn:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is definitely The Basque Country: A Cultural History
(Landscapes of the Imagination). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many
advantages.
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