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A novel of the improbable friendship that arises between a Nazi officer and a Jewish chessplayer in
Auschwitz

SS Obersturmfuhrer Paul Meissner arrives in Auschwitz from the Russian front wounded and fit only for
administrative duty. His most pressing task is to improve camp morale and he establishes a chess club, and
allows officers and enlisted men to gamble on the games. Soon Meissner learns that chess is also played
among the prisoners, and there are rumors of an unbeatable Jew known as "the Watchmaker." Meissner's
superiors begin to demand that he demonstrate German superiority by pitting this undefeated Jew against the
best Nazi players. Meissner finds Emil Clément, the Watchmaker, and a curious relationship arises between
them. As more and more games are played, the stakes rise, and the two men find their fates deeply entwined.
Twenty years later, the two meet again in Amsterdam-Meissner has become a bishop, and Emil is playing in
an international chess tournament. Having lost his family in the horrors of the death camps, Emil wants
nothing to do with the ex-Nazi officer despite their history, but Meissner is persistent. "What I hope," he tells
Emil, "is that I can help you to understand that the power of forgiveness will bring healing." As both men
search for a modicum of peace, they recall a gripping tale of survival and trust.
A suspenseful meditation on understanding and guilt, John Donoghue's The Death's Head Chess Club is a
bold debut and a rich portrait of a surprising friendship.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Rodriguez:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel. You can choose
the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book The
Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Carmen Flood:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Death's Head Chess Club: A
Novel can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time
by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Kenton Marshall:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Death's Head Chess Club: A
Novel.

Paul Simpson:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel
to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it.
Beside that the e-book The Death's Head Chess Club: A Novel can to be your brand-new friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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