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Armed with razor-sharp teeth and capable of drinking many times its volume of blood, the leech is an
unlikely cure for ill health. Yet that is exactly the role this worm-like parasite has played in both Western and
Eastern medicine throughout history.
 
In this book, Robert G. W. Kirk and Neil Pemberton explore how the leech surfaces in radically different
spheres. The ancients used them in humeral medicine to bring the four humors of the body—blood, phlegm,
and black and yellow bile—back into balance. Today, leeches are used in plastic and reconstructive surgery
to help reattach severed limbs and remove pools of blood before it kills tissue. Leeches have also been used
in a nineteenth-century meteorological barometer and a twentieth-century biomedical tool that helped win a
Nobel Prize. Kirk and Pemberton also reveal the dark side of leeches as they are portrayed in fiction, film,
and popular culture. From Bram Stoker’s Dracula to a video game player’s nemesis, the leech is used to
represent the fears of science run amok. Leech shines new light on one of humanity’s most enduring and
unlikely companions.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Garcia:

This book untitled Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) to be one of several books which best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Leslie Bennett:

The book untitled Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Sylvia Medina:

The actual book Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Josie Garcia:

This Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for
some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Leech (Reaktion Books - Animal) can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means
of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.
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