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From the author of the international bestseller Debt: The First 5,000 Years comes a revelatory account
of the way bureaucracy rules our lives  

Where does the desire for endless rules, regulations, and bureaucracy come from? How did we come to
spend so much of our time filling out forms? And is it really a cipher for state violence?
 
To answer these questions, the anthropologist David Graeber—one of our most important and provocative
thinkers—traces the peculiar and unexpected ways we relate to bureaucracy today, and reveals how it shapes
our lives in ways we may not even notice…though he also suggests that there may be something perversely
appealing—even romantic—about bureaucracy.
 
Leaping from the ascendance of right-wing economics to the hidden meanings behind Sherlock Holmes and
Batman, The Utopia of Rules is at once a powerful work of social theory in the tradition of Foucault and
Marx, and an entertaining reckoning with popular culture that calls to mind Slavoj Zizek at his most
accessible.
 
An essential book for our times, The Utopia of Rules is sure to start a million conversations about the
institutions that rule over us—and the better, freer world we should, perhaps, begin to imagine for ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

The book The Utopia of Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through
a book The Utopia of Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a book The Utopia of
Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Nathan Herr:

The book The Utopia of Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very
important thing like a book The Utopia of Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of
Bureaucracy? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Utopia of
Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Virginia Dunn:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Utopia of Rules: On
Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy is our recommendation to help you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
The Utopia of Rules: On Technology, Stupidity and the Secret Joys of Bureaucracy provide you with a new



experience in studying a book.
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