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In a world of supercomputers, genetic engineering, and fiber optics, technological creativity is ever more the
key to economic success. But why are some nations more creative than others, and why do some highly
innovative societies--such as ancient China, or Britain in the industrial revolution--pass into stagnation?
Beginning with a fascinating, concise history of technological progress, Mokyr sets the background for his
analysis by tracing the major inventions and innovations that have transformed society since ancient Greece
and Rome. What emerges from this survey is often surprising: the classical world, for instance, was largely
barren of new technology, the relatively backward society of medieval Europe bristled with inventions, and
the period between the Reformation and the Industrial Revolution was one of slow and unspectacular
progress in technology, despite the tumultuous developments associated with the Voyages of Discovery and
the Scientific Revolution.
What were the causes of technological creativity? Mokyr distinguishes between the relationship of inventors
and their physical environment--which determined their willingness to challenge nature--and the social
environment, which determined the openness to new ideas. He discusses a long list of such factors, showing
how they interact to help or hinder a nation's creativity, and then illustrates them by a number of detailed
comparative studies, examining the differences between Europe and China, between classical antiquity and
medieval Europe, and between Britain and the rest of Europe during the industrial revolution. He examines
such aspects as the role of the state (the Chinese gave up a millennium-wide lead in shipping to the
Europeans, for example, when an Emperor banned large ocean-going vessels), the impact of science, as well
as religion, politics, and even nutrition. He questions the importance of such commonly-cited factors as the
spill-over benefits of war, the abundance of natural resources, life expectancy, and labor costs.
Today, an ever greater number of industrial economies are competing in the global market, locked in a
struggle that revolves around technological ingenuity. The Lever of Riches, with its keen analysis derived
from a sweeping survey of creativity throughout history, offers telling insights into the question of how
Western economies can maintain, and developing nations can unlock, their creative potential.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Kline:

The particular book The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Deborah Beaudry:

The book untitled The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice examine.

Marvin Smith:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is usually The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic
Progress. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Harriette Corwin:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book The Lever of Riches: Technological Creativity and
Economic Progress was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Lever of
Riches: Technological Creativity and Economic Progress has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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