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The Joy of Life investigates the significance of the idyllic in French painting from the early 1890s to World
War I, considering a fascinating series of pastoral, mythic, and utopian landscapes. Responding to rapid
artistic and social shifts in this period, French artists shaped a dreamlike imagery of mythic community,
individual fantasy, and sensual joie de vivre in the midst of mass society. This beautifully illustrated study
focuses on three exemplary imaginings of idyll: Puvis de Chavannes's decoration for the Paris Hôtel de Ville,
L'été, of 1891, Paul Signac's anarchist Au temps d'harmonie of 1895, and Henri Matisse's fauve Bonheur de
vivre of 1905-6, each a monumental and ambitious work exhibited publicly in Paris.

Werth weaves together complex analyses of these paintings and others by Manet, Gauguin, Seurat, Cézanne,
and less well known artists with a consideration of their critical reception, literary parallels, and the social
and cultural milieu. She moves deftly from artistic concerns with tradition and avant-gardism, decoration and
social art, composition and figuration to contemporary debates over human origins and social organization,
collective consciousness and individual subjectivity, the fragmentation of history and anticipations of the
future. Exploring the preoccupation of the turn-of-the-century imagination with time and memory,
nationalism and colonialism, and competing constructions of national, racial, and gender identity, Werth
analyzes the contributions of writers as diverse as Baudelaire, Durkheim, Bergson, Kropotkin, Morris,
Nietzsche, Mallarmé, and Freud.

Successfully integrating art history and close visual analysis with literary and social history and
psychoanalytic interpretation, The Joy of Life is a rich interdisciplinary work that makes a remarkable
contribution to our understanding of modernism one hundred years ago.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Carvajal:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Joy of Life: The Idyllic in French Art,
circa 1900 to read.

David Waymire:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Joy of Life: The Idyllic in French
Art, circa 1900 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Brown:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer could be The Joy of Life: The Idyllic in French Art, circa 1900 why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide
you to pick up this book.

Jennifer Jackson:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book The Joy of Life: The Idyllic in French Art, circa 1900 we can take more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that book The Joy of
Life: The Idyllic in French Art, circa 1900. You can more attractive than now.
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