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The Iron Curtain did not exist—at least not as we usually imagine it. Rather than a stark, unbroken line
dividing East and West in Cold War Europe, the Iron Curtain was instead made up of distinct landscapes,
many in the grip of divergent historical and cultural forces for decades, if not centuries. This book traces a
genealogy of one such landscape—the woods between Czechoslovakia and West Germany—to debunk our
misconceptions about the iconic partition.

Yuliya Komska transports readers to the western edge of the Bohemian Forest, one of Europe’s oldest
borderlands, where in the 1950s civilians set out to shape the so-called prayer wall. A chain of new and
repurposed pilgrimage sites, lookout towers, and monuments, the prayer wall placed two long-standing
German obsessions, forest and border, at the heart of the century’s most protracted conflict. Komska
illustrates how civilians used the prayer wall to engage with and contribute to the new political and religious
landscape. In the process, she relates West Germany’s quiet sylvan periphery to the tragic pitch prevalent
along the Iron Curtain’s better-known segments.

Steeped in archival research and rooted in nuanced interpretations of wide-ranging cultural artifacts, from
vandalized religious images and tourist snapshots to poems and travelogues, The Icon Curtain pushes
disciplinary boundaries and opens new perspectives on the study of borders and the Cold War alike.
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Within other case, little folks like to read book The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's Quiet Border. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's Quiet Border. You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Herb Baker:

The book The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's Quiet Border can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's
Quiet Border? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many data
for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Icon Curtain: The
Cold War's Quiet Border has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can search the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Betty Giuliani:

This book untitled The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's Quiet Border to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Sam Hasse:

The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's Quiet Border can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of
us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Icon Curtain: The Cold War's Quiet
Border however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.
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