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I Remember, one of French writer Georges Perec’s most famous pieces, consists of 480 numbered
paragraphs—each just a few short lines recalling a memory from his childhood. The work has neither a
beginning nor an end. Nor does it contain any analysis. But it nonetheless reveals profound truths about
French society during the 1940s and 50s.

Taking Perec’s book as its cue, Telling About Society explores the unconventional ways we communicate
what we know about society to others. The third in distinguished teacher Howard Becker’s best-selling series
of writing guides for social scientists, the book explores the many ways knowledge about society can be
shared and interpreted through different forms of telling—fiction, films, photographs, maps, even
mathematical models—many of which remain outside the boundaries of conventional social science. Eight
case studies, including the photographs of Walker Evans, the plays of George Bernard Shaw, the novels of
Jane Austen and Italo Calvino, and the sociology of Erving Goffman, provide convincing support for
Becker’s argument: that every way of telling about society is perfect—for some purpose. The trick is, as
Becker notes, to discover what purpose is served by doing it this way rather than that.

With Becker’s trademark humor and eminently practical advice, Telling About Society is an ideal guide for
social scientists in all fields, for artists interested in saying something about society, and for anyone
interested in communicating knowledge in unconventional ways.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Croft:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Telling About
Society (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Telling About Society (Chicago Guides
to Writing, Editing, and Publishing)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Phyllis Tucker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
wide range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is definitely Telling About Society (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing).

Sandra Alexander:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Telling About Society
(Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and Publishing) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Telling About Society (Chicago Guides to
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) become your own starter.

Carl Speed:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but additionally novel and Telling About Society (Chicago Guides to
Writing, Editing, and Publishing) or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes Telling About Society (Chicago Guides to Writing, Editing, and



Publishing) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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