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Since the end of the Second World War—and particularly over the last decade—Japanese science fiction has

strongly influenced global popular culture. Unlike American and British science fiction, its most popular

examples have been visual—from Gojira (Godzilla) and Astro Boy in the 1950s and 1960s to the anime

masterpieces Akira and Ghost in the Shell of the 1980s and 1990s—while little attention has been paid to a

vibrant tradition of prose science fiction in Japan.

 

Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams remedies this neglect with a rich exploration of the genre that connects

prose science fiction to contemporary anime. Bringing together Western scholars and leading Japanese

critics, this groundbreaking work traces the beginnings, evolution, and future direction of science fiction in

Japan, its major schools and authors, cultural origins and relationship to its Western counterparts, the role of

the genre in the formation of Japan’s national and political identity, and its unique fan culture.

 

Covering a remarkable range of texts—from the 1930s fantastic detective fiction of Yumeno Kyûsaku to the

cross-culturally produced and marketed film and video game franchise Final Fantasy—this book firmly

establishes Japanese science fiction as a vital and exciting genre.

 

Contributors: Hiroki Azuma; Hiroko Chiba, DePauw U; Naoki Chiba; William O. Gardner, Swarthmore

College; Mari Kotani; Livia Monnet, U of Montreal; Miri Nakamura, Stanford U; Susan Napier, Tufts U;

Sharalyn Orbaugh, U of British Columbia; Tamaki Saitô; Thomas Schnellbächer, Berlin Free U.

 

Christopher Bolton is assistant professor of Japanese at Williams College.

 



Istvan Csicsery-Ronay Jr. is professor of English at DePauw University.

 

Takayuki Tatsumi is professor of English at Keio University.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Matchett:

The book Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime? Several of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese
Science Fiction from Origins to Anime has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Lisa Alaniz:

This Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime is great reserve for
you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime in
your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that
offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

George Jamison:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Angel Martinez:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams:
Japanese Science Fiction from Origins to Anime to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make



you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for
you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the book Robot Ghosts and Wired Dreams: Japanese
Science Fiction from Origins to Anime can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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