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“Here in Berlin, one cannot help being aware that you are the hub around which turns the wheel of history. ...
If ever there were a people who should be constantly sensitive to their destiny, the people of Berlin, East and
West, should be they.” - Martin Luther King, Jr.

In the wake of World War II, the European continent was devastated, and the conflict left the Soviet Union
and the United States as uncontested superpowers. This ushered in over 45 years of the Cold War, and a
political alignment of Western democracies against the Communist Soviet bloc that produced conflicts
pitting allies on each sides fighting, even as the American and Soviet militaries never engaged each other.
Though it never got “hot” between the two superpowers, the Cold War was a tense era until the dissolution
of the USSR, and nothing symbolized the split more than the division of Berlin. Berlin had been a flashpoint
even before World War II ended, and the city was occupied by the different Allies even as the close of the
war turned them into adversaries.

If anyone wondered whether the Cold War would dominate geopolitics, any hopes that it wouldn’t were
dashed by the Soviets’ blockade of West Berlin in April 1948, ostensibly to protest the currency being used
in West Berlin but unquestionably aiming to extend their control over Germany’s capital. By cutting off all
access via roads, rail, and water, the Soviets hoped to force the Allies out, and at the same time, Stalin’s
action would force a tense showdown that would test their mettle.

In response to the blockade, the British, Americans, Canadians, and other Allies had no choice but to either
acquiesce or break the blockade by air, hoping (correctly) that the Soviets wouldn’t dare shoot down planes
being used strictly for civilian purposes. Over the course of the next year, over 200,000 flights were made to
bring millions of tons of crucial supplies to West Berlin, with the Allies maintaining a pace of landing a
plane in West Berlin every 30 seconds at the height of the Airlift.

As the success of the Berlin Airlift became clear, the Soviets realized the blockade was ineffective, and both
sides were able to save face by negotiating an end to the blockade in April 1949, with the Soviets ending it
officially on May 12. The Airlift would technically continue until September, but for all intents and
purposes, the first crisis of the Cold War had come to an end, and most importantly, the confrontation
remained “cold.”

For the next decade, West Berlin remained a haven for highly-educated East Germans who wanted freedom
and a better life in the West, and this “brain drain” was threatening the survival of the East German
economy. In order to stop this, access to the West through West Berlin had to be cut off, so in August 1961,
Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev authorized East German leader Walter Ulbricht to begin construction of



what would become known as the Berlin Wall. The wall, begun on Sunday August 13, would eventually
surround the city, in spite of global condemnation, and the Berlin Wall itself would become the symbol for
Communist repression in the Eastern Bloc.

The Berlin Airlift: The History and Legacy of the First Major Crisis of the Cold War chronicles the history
that led to the Soviet blockade and the famous relief efforts undertaken to beat it. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Berlin Airlift like never before, in no time at
all.
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From reader reviews:

Colby Tapia:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Berlin Airlift: The History
and Legacy of the First Major Crisis of the Cold War. All type of book are you able to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Sandra Lynn:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping The Berlin Airlift: The History
and Legacy of the First Major Crisis of the Cold War that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick The Berlin Airlift: The History and Legacy of the First Major
Crisis of the Cold War become your own starter.

Adam Blandford:

Beside that The Berlin Airlift: The History and Legacy of the First Major Crisis of the Cold War in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Berlin Airlift: The History and Legacy of the First
Major Crisis of the Cold War because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Meghan Drucker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your current
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Berlin Airlift: The History and
Legacy of the First Major Crisis of the Cold War.
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