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African Americans and Latinos earn lower grades and drop out of college more often than whites or Asians.
Yet thirty years after deliberate minority recruitment efforts began, we still don't know why. In The Shape of
the River, William Bowen and Derek Bok documented the benefits of affirmative action for minority
students, their communities, and the nation at large. But they also found that too many failed to achieve
academic success. In The Source of the River, Douglas Massey and his colleagues investigate the roots of
minority underperformance in selective colleges and universities. They explain how such factors as
neighborhood, family, peer group, and early schooling influence the academic performance of students from
differing racial and ethnic origins and differing social classes.

Drawing on a major new source of data--the National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen--the authors
undertake a comprehensive analysis of the diverse pathways by which whites, African Americans, Latinos,
and Asians enter American higher education. Theirs is the first study to document the different
characteristics that students bring to campus and to trace out the influence of these differences on later
academic performance. They show that black and Latino students do not enter college disadvantaged by a
lack of self-esteem. In fact, overconfidence is more common than low self-confidence among some minority
students. Despite this, minority students are adversely affected by racist stereotypes of intellectual inferiority.
Although academic preparation is the strongest predictor of college performance, shortfalls in academic
preparation are themselves largely a matter of socioeconomic disadvantage and racial segregation.

Presenting important new findings, The Source of the River documents the ongoing power of race to shape
the life chances of America's young people, even among the most talented and able.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Cook:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Source of the River: The Social Origins of
Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.

Ruth Barr:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Source of the River: The Social Origins of
Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities was bright colored and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book The Source of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's
Selective Colleges and Universities has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book in your case and try to like reading this.

Rita Lattimore:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Source of the River: The Social Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective
Colleges and Universities can make you feel more interested to read.

Hattie Robb:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Source of
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