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Does imagery help or hinder the enlightenment experience? Does awakening involve the imagination or not?
Can art ever fully represent the realization of buddahood? In this study, Pamela D. Winfield offers a
fascinating comparison of two pre-modern Japanese Buddhist masters and their views on the role of imagery
in the enlightenment experience. Kukai (774-835) believed that real and imagined forms were indispensable
to his new esoteric Mikky? method for "becoming a Buddha in this very body" (sokushin jobutsu), yet he
also deconstructed the significance of such imagery in his poetic and doctrinal works. Conversely, Dogen
(1200-1253) believed that "just sitting" in Zen meditation without any visual props or mental elaborations
could lead one to realize that ''this very mind is Buddha'' (sokushin zebutsu), but he also privileged select Zen
icons as worthy of veneration. In considering the nuanced views of both Kukai and Dogen anew, Winfield
updates previous comparisons of their oeuvres and engages their texts and images together for the first time.
In so doing, she liberates them from past sectarian scholarship that has pigeon-holed them into
iconographic/ritual vs. philological/philosophical categories. She also restores the historical symbiosis
between religious thought and artistic expression that was lost in the nineteenth-century disciplinary
distinction between religious studies and art history. Finally, Winfield breaks new methodological ground by
proposing space and time as organizing principles for analyzing both meditative experience and
visual/material culture. As a result, this study presents a wider and deeper vision of how Japanese Buddhists
themselves understood the role of imagery before, during, and after awakening.
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai
and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
suited book with you?

Pauline Jones:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Icons and Iconoclasm in
Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism:
Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenmentis the one of several books which everyone read now. That
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Lily Terry:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of Enlightenment.

Richard Ault:

The publication with title Icons and Iconoclasm in Japanese Buddhism: Kukai and Dogen on the Art of
Enlightenment has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so
you can read the item anywhere you want.
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