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In 1913, English physicist Henry Moseley established an elegant method for "counting" the elements based
on atomic number, ranging them from hydrogen (#1) to uranium (#92). It soon became clear, however, that
seven elements were mysteriously missing from the lineup--seven elements unknown to science.

In his well researched and engaging narrative, Eric Scerri presents the intriguing stories of these seven
elements--protactinium, hafnium, rhenium, technetium, francium, astatine and promethium. The book
follows the historical order of discovery, roughly spanning the two world wars, beginning with the isolation
of protactinium in 1917 and ending with that of promethium in 1945. For each element, Scerri traces the
research that preceded the discovery, the pivotal experiments, the personalities of the chemists involved, the
chemical nature of the new element, and its applications in science and technology. We learn for instance
that alloys of hafnium--whose name derives from the Latin name for Copenhagen (hafnia)--have some of the
highest boiling points on record and are used for the nozzles in rocket thrusters such as the Apollo Lunar
Modules. Scerri also tells the personal tales of researchers overcoming great obstacles. We see how Lise
Meitner and Otto Hahn--the pair who later proposed the theory of atomic fission--were struggling to isolate
element 91 when World War I intervened, Hahn was drafted into the German army's poison gas unit, and
Meitner was forced to press on alone against daunting odds. The book concludes by examining how and
where the twenty-five new elements have taken their places in the periodic table in the last half century.

A Tale of Seven Elements paints a fascinating picture of chemical research--the wrong turns, missed
opportunities, bitterly disputed claims, serendipitous findings, accusations of dishonesty--all leading finally
to the thrill of discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bell:

The book A Tale of Seven Elements make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make studying a book A Tale of Seven Elements to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a book A Tale of Seven Elements. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Don Gonzales:

The publication untitled A Tale of Seven Elements is the book that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, and
so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of A Tale of
Seven Elements from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Allen Yopp:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a e-book. The book A Tale of Seven Elements it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Lorraine Michael:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read
is definitely A Tale of Seven Elements.



Download and Read Online A Tale of Seven Elements Eric Scerri
#WIOM3UH29BZ



Read A Tale of Seven Elements by Eric Scerri for online ebook

A Tale of Seven Elements by Eric Scerri Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read A Tale of Seven
Elements by Eric Scerri books to read online.

Online A Tale of Seven Elements by Eric Scerri ebook PDF download

A Tale of Seven Elements by Eric Scerri Doc

A Tale of Seven Elements by Eric Scerri Mobipocket

A Tale of Seven Elements by Eric Scerri EPub


