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Memory is astonishing and elusive--its threads intricately woven and infinitely complicated. It makes
intelligible the chaos of experience; it feeds our creativity and shapes our daily judgments, our spiritual
apprehensions, our desires. It is the essential element of human consciousness, the key to our personality,
and the linchpin of our sense of who we are.
In The Anatomy of Memory James McConkey has assembled a rich selection of writings that illuminate the
nature of memory and the varied roles it plays in our lives. Ranging from the scientific to the humanistic--
from "hardwiring" and the complex functions of the brain, to the value of memory in human life--The
Anatomy of Memory brings us insights from some of the most revered writers and thinkers of the past and
present. We read of St. Augustine's struggle in Confessions to comprehend his memory; of Jung's theory of
the collective unconscious; of Lewis Thomas's understanding in The Lives of the Cell of memory at its most
basic level, that of the cell. McConkey includes the poetry of Marianne Moore and William Butler Yeats;
and excerpts from works as diverse as James Baldwin's Notes of a Native Son, Vladimir Nabokov's Speak,
Memory, and Annie Dillard's Teaching a Stone to Talk. Indeed, each of these writers has turned to memory
to make sense of his or her own life, to understand the phenomenal world, and to discover the balance only
memory can provide. Not least important are McConkey's own extensive introductions to every piece in the
book--gems of insight formed by a lifetime of reflection on writers such as Anton Chekhov, E. B. White,
Marcel Proust, E. M. Forster, Virginia Woolf, Sigmund Freud, Maya Angelou, William James, Norman
Maclean, Eudora Welty, and many others.
James McConkey is ideally suited to illuminate the nature of memory. His fiction as well as his non-fiction is
in effect a lifelong meditation on memory, on the process by which we come to deeper levels of self-
understanding through periodic looks backward at the events that have shaped us, a theme he explored most
profoundly in his much-praised Court of Memory. Now, in The Anatomy of Memory, he provides a powerful
assessment of the ways memory unifies disparate experiences, creates a synthesis out of chaos, and binds
together a self, a family, a culture, and indeed all humanity. That assessment is abetted by the unique
structure of this anthology, its six sections building on each other, each contributing to a comprehensive
understanding of memory's essential role in human life.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Anatomy of Memory: An Anthology.

Benjamin Manno:

The book The Anatomy of Memory: An Anthology can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book The Anatomy
of Memory: An Anthology? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Anatomy of
Memory: An Anthology has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Alfredo Dunn:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Anatomy of
Memory: An Anthology book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Winford Patterson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Anatomy of Memory: An Anthology it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high
quality.
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