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Pianist, composer, and arranger, Mary Lou Williams (1910–1981), was one of the most significant and
influential artists in the history of jazz. A versatile musical genius who experimented with and mastered most
of the emerging styles in jazz's evolution, Williams wrote and arranged for such greats as Duke Ellington and
Benny Goodman, and she was friend, mentor, and teacher to the likes of Thelonious Monk, Charlie Parker,
and Dizzy Gillespie. Yet throughout her prolific career of nearly six decades, she battled as an African
American woman to achieve recognition, equality, and acceptance in the male-dominated world of jazz.

Now Williams's artistic brilliance and lasting legacy are affirmed in this definitive volume, which
masterfully interweaves biographical details with incisive commentary on her music, performances, and
recordings. Setting Williams's intriguing story against the racial, social, cultural, and musical currents of her
times, Tammy L. Kernodle draws on extensive interviews and meticulous research to chronicle the tragedies
and triumphs of Williams's stormy life. Included are her struggles with racism, sexism, and age
discrimination, and such personal misfortunes as recurrent bouts of poverty, turbulent marriages and love
affairs, extreme loneliness, and a string of bad business decisions.

Born to an impoverished, unmarried mother in Georgia, and raised in Pittsburgh, the self-taught Williams
started performing publicly when she was six-years-old. By the age of twelve, the "little piano girl" was
touring on the black vaudeville circuit. Kernodle follows Williams's harsh life on the road, her rise to fame in
the 1930s as an arranger and performer for Andy Kirk's Kansas City swing band Twelve Clouds of Joy, her
role as matriarch of the bebop movement, her solo career, her blossoming spirituality, and conversion to
Roman Catholicism. In her later years, Williams wrote sacred jazz pieces that brought emotional healing to
listeners, and worked tirelessly to help and rehabilitate addicted, down-and-out musicians. She was also
strongly committed to advancing jazz composition and to educating others about the cultural roots of jazz.

This striking portrait untangles the paradoxes of an exceptionally gifted pianist who defied the odds and
endured hardships to create innovative music that inspired musicians and fans alike. It celebrates her
persistent yet loving spirit, extraordinary talent, and enduring body of work.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Spann:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Soul on Soul: The
Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have different opinion?

Marie Griffin:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams book is readable
by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
involving Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams content conveys objective easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different
by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Destiny Hunt:

The book untitled Soul on Soul: The Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams contain a lot of information on
the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives
you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Ray Ortiz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something
by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Soul on Soul: The
Life and Music of Mary Lou Williams.
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