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To celebrate the 50th anniversary of Howl and Other Poems, with nearly one million copies in print, City
Lights presents the story of editing, publishing, and defending Allen Ginsberg’s landmark poem within a
broader context of obscenity issues and censorship of literary works.

This collection begins with an introduction by publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti, who shares his memories of
hearing “Howl” first read at the 6 Gallery, of his arrest, and the subsequent legal defense of Howl’s
publication. Never-before--published correspondence of Ginsberg, Ferlinghetti, Kerouac, Gregory Corso,
John Hollander, Richard Eberhart, and others provides an in-depth commentary on the poem’s ethi-cal intent
and its social significance to the author and his contemporaries. A section on the public reaction to the trial
includes newspaper reportage, op-ed pieces by Ginsberg and Ferlinghetti, and letters to the editor from the
public, which provide fascinating background material on the cultural climate of the mid-1950s. A timeline
of literary censorship in the United States places this battle for free expression in a historical context.

Also included are photographs, transcripts of relevant trial testimony, Judge Clayton Horn’s decision and its
ramifications, and a long essay by Albert Bendich, the ACLU attorney who defended Howl on constitutional
grounds. Editor Bill Morgan discusses more recent challenges to Howl in the late 1980s and how the fight
against censorship continues today in new guises.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce Jones:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Howl on Trial: The Battle for Free
Expression book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Glenn Remaley:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Howl on Trial:
The Battle for Free Expression is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Willie Briggs:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Howl on Trial: The Battle for Free
Expression is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Harold Young:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Howl on Trial: The Battle for Free Expression when you essential it?
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