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In this deeply researched book Ted Hopf challenges contemporary theorizing about international relations.
He advances what he believes is a commonsensical notion: a state's domestic identity has an enormous effect
on its international policies. Hopf argues that foreign policy elites are inextricably bound to their own
societies; in order to understand other states, they must first understand themselves. To comprehend Russian
and Soviet foreign policy, "it is just as important to read what is being consumed on the Moscow subway as
it is to conduct research in the Foreign Ministry archives," the author says.

Hopf recreates the major currents in Russian/Soviet identity, reconstructing the "identity topographies" of
two profoundly important years, 1955 and 1999. To provide insights about how Russians made sense of
themselves in the post- Stalinist and late Yeltsin periods, he not only uses daily newspapers and official
discourse, but also delves into works intended for mass consumption- popular novels, film reviews,
ethnographic journals, high school textbooks, and memoirs. He explains how the different identities
expressed in these varied materials shaped the worldviews of Soviet and Russian decisionmakers. Hopf finds
that continuous renegotiations and clashes among competing domestic visions of national identity had a
profound effect on Soviet and Russian foreign policy. Broadly speaking, Hopf shows that all international
politics begins at home.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Social Construction of International Politics: Identities &
Foreign Policies, Moscow, 1955 and 1999. Try to face the book Social Construction of International Politics:
Identities & Foreign Policies, Moscow, 1955 and 1999 as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Anthony Flowers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this
Social Construction of International Politics: Identities & Foreign Policies, Moscow, 1955 and 1999.

Shannon Thompson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled Social Construction of International Politics: Identities & Foreign Policies, Moscow, 1955 and
1999 your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for
but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then become
one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Social
Construction of International Politics: Identities & Foreign Policies, Moscow, 1955 and 1999 giving you a
different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better
life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Erica Lewis:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on



what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Social Construction of International Politics: Identities & Foreign Policies,
Moscow, 1955 and 1999 will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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